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“Buckle Up In Your Truck”—Safety Belts Save Lives

· According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), pickup truck drivers and their passengers are among the least likely American motorists to regularly wear their safety belts. 
· In 2004, 361 occupants of pickup trucks were killed in pickup truck crashes in just the four Central states of Iowa, Kansas, Missouri and Nebraska.
· In 2005, the national observed safety belt use rate in pickup trucks was only 73 percent compared to 83 percent in passenger cars and 85 percent in vans and SUVs. 

· This lack of safety belt use is deadly. Nationally in 2004, 68 percent of pickup truck drivers and 73 percent of pickup truck passengers who were killed in traffic crashes were not buckled up. 

· Seventy-four percent of those killed in pickup truck crashes in the Central U.S. were not wearing their safety belts. 

Safety Belts Protect Against Rollover Fatalities 

· Seventy-four percent of passenger vehicle occupants who were totally ejected from their vehicle in 2004 were killed.  But only 1 in 100 drivers and passengers in fatal crashes who were wearing their safety belts was totally ejected and killed.

· The simple step of buckling up is the single best defense against ejection and will increase your odds of survival in light trucks by as much as 80 percent in the event of a rollover crash.
· While rollovers can occur in any kind of passenger vehicle, pickup trucks are twice as likely to rollover as cars, because they have a higher center of gravity. 
· The ejection rate for occupants of light trucks in a crash is nearly double the rate for vehicle occupants, mostly due to the lack of safety belt use.  
· Roughly 29 percent of the pickup truck vehicles in the Central U.S. were involved in a rollover crash.
-- more --
Pickup Truck Drivers in Rural Areas are at the Greatest Risk

· Americans driving or riding on rural roadways face a much greater risk of being injured or killed in traffic crashes than do those in urban or suburban areas, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA). 

· Safety belt use in the Nation’s rural areas consistently trails the national average.

· Nationally, in 2005, only 79 percent of rural drivers and their passengers were observed wearing their safety belts compared to 81 percent for urban motorists and 83 percent among suburban motorists.

· During 2004, [ ___ ] percent of [State Name’s] total traffic fatalities occurred in rural areas.  One big factor is lower safety belt use on rural roadways.

· While only about a fifth of Americans live in rural areas, rural fatal traffic crashes accounted for 57 percent of the nation’s total in 2004.

· Even more alarming, the motor vehicle crash fatality rate in rural areas is almost double the fatality rate in urban areas.

· Part of the danger to rural drivers comes from delayed recovery and emergency response along isolated roadways. But much of the danger is also due to excessive speed, increased alcohol use, vehicle rollovers and higher occupant ejection rates due to low safety belt use in rural areas.

No More Excuses—“Buckle Up In Your Truck”

· Buckling your safety belt automatically increases your odds of survival. 
· Simply buckling your safety belt can reduce medical and legal expenses, lost wages, lost productivity, high insurance rates and all other burdensome costs that all citizens share because of rollover and vehicle crashes. 
· Too many pickup truck drivers and their passengers are getting killed, so they need to be reminded to buckle up – every trip, every time.
· For more information about the value of always wearing your safety belt, please visit www.buckleupamerica.org or www.centralregionproject.org. For driving tips on how to avoid rollover crashes and injuries, please visit the web at www.safercar.gov.

