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[Law Enforcement Organization] Ramps Up Enforcement of Traffic Laws With More Cops. More Stops. 
[CITY], Okla. – In an effort to save lives on Oklahoma’s roadways, [Local Law Enforcement Organization] will be out in force from April 19-28, 2013, to turn up the heat on dangerous traffic safety violations like driving without a seat belt, drunk driving, and speeding.
Breaking basic traffic safety laws has deadly consequences.  In 2011, over 500 passenger vehicle occupants died in traffic crashes in Oklahoma, and the statistics are harrowing—fifty-nine percent were NOT wearing seat belts at the time of the crash; thirty-one percent of Oklahoma’s fatalities occurred in speeding-related crashes; and thirty-two percent involved drivers with a blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of .08 (the legal limit) or higher at the time of the crash. 
Teens and young adults are especially at risk of traffic tragedies. In 2011, forty-four percent of 18 to 34 year-olds killed in Oklahoma traffic crashes involved a drunk driver. Sixty-nine percent who were killed in crashes in 2011 were NOT wearing seat belts at the time of the crash.
Nighttime is a particularly dangerous time. Sixty-four percent of people killed in Oklahoma traffic crashes at night (6 p.m. to 5:59 a.m.) were NOT wearing their seat belts. In [CITY/County], [CITY/County nighttime unbelted fatality numbers] unbelted passenger vehicle occupants died at night.

“These numbers are unacceptable. People need to think before acting carelessly or endangering themselves or those around them, and the high visibility of the More Cops. More Stops. combined enforcement campaign aims at doing just that,” said [Law Enforcement Official]. “Violations of Oklahoma’s most basic traffic safety laws can be deadly, and we’re going to continue to crack down on drivers who demonstrate risky behaviors, to help prevent crashes and save lives on our roadways.” 

Oklahoma law enforcement has teamed with the U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration on More Cops. More Stops. to test the effectiveness of a combined highway safety law enforcement campaign.  For more information on the More Cops. More Stops. campaign, please visit www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov [or local website].
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