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Drinking and Driving This Holiday Season
Could Lead to a Gift of Time…Behind Bars
Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over

· Alcohol-impaired driving is a deadly crime that is especially common among young males 21 to 34 years old.

· During the holiday season, many adults celebrate and enjoy themselves with a couple of drinks, but even one too many increases the risk of a crash while driving a motor vehicle.   

· That’s why [Local Law Enforcement] will be out in force from December 16, 2011, to January 2, 2012, apprehending all drunk drivers and spreading the message to Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over. 

· During December 2009, there were 753 people killed in traffic crashes that involved drivers or motorcycle riders with blood alcohol concentrations  of .08 grams per deciliter or higher.
	
Know the Cost

1. Not only do you risk killing or injuring yourself or someone else, but the trauma and financial costs of a crash or an arrest for driving while impaired can be significant.

1. Drunk driving violators often face jail time, the loss of their driver licenses, higher insurance rates, and dozens of other unanticipated expenses ranging from attorney fees, court costs, car towing and repairs, and lost wages due to time off from work.

1. Don’t let your 2011 end with an arrest.  Plan before you go out, and remember, whether you’ve had way too many or just one too many, it’s just not worth the risk.

1. Refusing to take a sobriety test in many jurisdictions may result in the loss of your license on the spot and enhanced penalties, not to mention that having to inform family, friends, and your employer that you lost your license will add to your embarrassment and humiliation.









Safety Tips to Prevent a Drunk Driving Crash

· Plan a safe way home before the festivities begin;
· Before drinking, designate a sober driver and leave the car keys at home; 
· If you’re impaired, use a taxi, call a sober friend or family member, or use public transportation so you are sure to get home safely;
· Use your community’s sober ride program [insert your local sober ride specifics here];
· If you happen to see a drunk driver on the road, don’t hesitate to contact your local law enforcement;
· And remember, Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over.  If you know people who are about to drive or ride while impaired, take their keys and help them make other arrangements to get to where they are going safely. 

For more information, please visit www.TrafficSafetyMarketing.gov 
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