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DRIVE SOBER OR GET PULLED OVER	
SAMPLE OP-ED

Note:  Before filling in the names of the organization and organization spokespeople, you MUST contact them to obtain their permission to use their names in this press release. You must also get their permission for the language used in their quotes, and any changes or additions they may require must be made before distribution of the release.


“Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over” in [CITY/TOWN/COUNTY]


Despite the fact that every driver should know it is illegal to drive a motor vehicle or motorcycle while impaired, thousands of people get behind the wheel each year with a blood alcohol concentrations of .08 or higher—the legal limit in all 50 States, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico.  

In fact, more than 10,000 people died in crashes in 2010 that involved a driver or motorcycle rider who had a BAC of .08 or higher.  That’s one person every 51 minutes who died needlessly in a crash that likely could have been prevented if alcohol hadn't been involved.  

During the 2010 Labor Day weekend (6 p.m., Sept. 3- 5:59 a.m., Sept. 7) 147 people were killed nationwide in crashes involving drivers or motorcycle riders with BACs of .08 or higher.

That’s why [Organization] is joining nearly 10,000 law enforcement agencies and other highway safety partners nationwide to support the intensive crackdown over the Labor Day holiday that will target anyone driving impaired. Efforts will include [sobriety checkpoints, saturation patrols, etc.]. If you are caught driving impaired, you will be arrested and you will face serious consequences.  

During the “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over” crackdown from August 17 to September 3, impaired drivers will be targeted and arrested.  Law enforcement are taking aggressive steps to decrease the numbers of impaired-driving fatalities across the nation, which in 2010 accounted for 31 percent of all motor vehicle traffic fatalities in the United States.    

Young adults are often those most at risk.  Fifty-four percent of young (18- to 34-year-old) drivers killed in motor vehicle traffic crashes were alcohol-impaired (BAC of .08 or higher.)

We support law enforcement cracking down to remind people that if they plan to drink, to never get behind the wheel. The consequences from impaired driving are deadly serious. Even if no one is killed, people who are caught driving impaired face jail time, loss of their driver licenses, and numerous financial consequences—such as attorney fees, higher insurance rates, court costs, lost time at work and the potential loss of their job.  



But again, too often the story is even worse…with a crash that claims your life or the lives of other innocent victims.  

Driving impaired is simply not worth the risk, so don’t take the chance. Please remember, police will be out in force, so “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over.” Or they will catch and arrest you because they are going to save lives. It’s your choice, but it’s their duty.
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