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RIDE SOBER OR GET PULLED OVER
LABOR DAY CRACKDOWN
Sample Letter to the Editor

Word Count:  XXX

Dear Editor,

For many motorcyclists, the end of the summer riding season is quickly approaching. On behalf of [Local Law Enforcement Organization], I want to remind all motorcyclists to ride safely: wear a DOT-compliant helmet and protective clothing every time, carry a valid license, obey the speed limit, and most importantly ride completely sober.  
Across the country, law enforcement officers are stepping up their drunk-driving enforcement from mid-August through Labor Day weekend—statistically one of the most dangerous driving weekends because of impaired drivers. Over the Labor Day holiday weekend in 2012, more than a third (38%) of motor vehicle crash fatalities involved a driver or motorcycle rider with a blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of .08 or higher. To fight the issue, [Local Law Enforcement Organization] is taking part in the national Ride Sober or Get Pulled Over crackdown campaign to detect and stop impaired motorcyclists.

Riding a motorcycle isn’t easy, so if a motorcycle rider’s balance, judgment, or coordination is diminished by any alcohol—a ride can end in tragedy.  According to the U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), motorcycle riders are overrepresented in fatal crashes involving alcohol.

In fatal crashes in 2012, more than 1 in 4 motorcycle riders (27%) had BACs of .08 or higher. Even higher is the rate of alcohol-impairment among motorcycle riders who were the ones killed in those crashes. Twenty-nine percent of all fatally injured motorcycle riders had BACs of .08 or higher.

The facts about fatal single-vehicle motorcycle crashes are even more disturbing. In 2012, there were 2,030 motorcycle riders killed in single-vehicle crashes. Of those, 43 percent were impaired at the time of the crash—64 percent were impaired when the crashes occurred on weekend nights. 
In every state, it’s illegal to ride a motorcycle or drive a vehicle with a BAC of .08 or higher. [Local area] laws are no different, so remember that if you are caught operating your motorcycle while impaired, you will get arrested. Ride Sober or Get Pulled Over. Check out http://www.nhtsa.gov/Safety/Motorcycles for more information on motorcycle safety.

Sincerely,

Name, address and phone number. (The newspaper must have these to verify the identity of the sender, but won’t print the street address or phone number.)
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