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august/labor day crackdown
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Sample Op-Ed 
Note:  Before filling in the names of the organization and organization spokesperson(s), you MUST contact them to obtain their permission to use their names in this press release. You must also get their permission for the language used in their quotes, and any changes or additions they may require must be made before distribution of the release.

 
Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over: 

[Law Enforcement Organization] is 

Cracking Down on Drunk Drivers from 

August 15-September 1 in [Local Area]
Every year in the United States, more than 10,000 people lose their lives because of drunk driving. Those fatalities represent one third of all traffic fatalities in our nation. Holiday weekends bring a surge in drunk driving, and the upcoming Labor Day weekend in [Local Area] is no exception. In 2012, there were 147 people killed by reckless drunk drivers on Labor Day weekend alone. Something must be done to stop this loss of life.

This August 15-September 1 [local law enforcement organization] is joining 10,000 other law enforcement agencies nationwide to combat drunk driving.  In a large-scale, highly visible effort, drivers are being forewarned to Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over.
Research from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) shows that high-visibility enforcement campaigns can reduce drunk driving fatalities by as much as 20 percent.  This no-excuses approach will let drivers know that they can’t get away with drunk driving. Drivers who are caught driving impaired will be arrested. No excuses, no tolerance.

Our local tactics, part of the national “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over” campaign, will include [sobriety checkpoints, saturation patrols, etc.].  If you are driving drunk, you will be caught and face serious consequences.  Not only do drunk drivers risk their lives and the lives of others, a DUI arrest can be personally and financially devastating. According to NHTSA, the average DUI in the United States costs the offender about $10,000, not to mention going to jail, losing your driver’s license, and possibly losing your job.

Statistics from NHTSA remind us what we’re up against. On any given day in America, one person is killed every 51 minutes in a drunk-driving crash. Over the Labor Day weekend in 2012 that number jumped to one every 34 minutes, on average.  This senseless loss of life is unacceptable and preventable. It is illegal in all 50 states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico to drive drunk (having a blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of .08 grams per deciliter (g/dL) or higher), yet people continue to do it. 
Young drivers are overrepresented in drunk-driving crashes.  In fact, over Labor Day weekend in 2012, almost half (48%) of the young drivers 18 to 34 years old killed in traffic crashes were drunk. In every state, it’s illegal to drive with a BAC of .08 or higher, and it’s illegal for anyone under 21 to drink at all. 

By participating in this national enforcement crackdown, our goal is to reduce the number of impaired-driving fatalities in [local area] and make the roads safer for everyone year-round.  
 

Enjoy the end of summer and Labor Day weekend, but remember that [local law enforcement organization] will be out in full force—so “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over”.
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