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Teen Driving Safety
SAMPLE NEWS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Date
CONTACT: Name, Phone Number, E-mail address

Note: Before including the names of your organization and spokesperson in this press release, you MUST obtain their permission to use their names.  Also, you must get their approval for the language used in their quotes and make any changes they require. Only then can you send out this press release.



AMERICA TO TEEN DRIVERS:
“NO CALL OR TEXT IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN YOUR LIFE;
SO DON’T DRIVE DISTRACTED,”
SAYS (name of organization)

National Teen Driver Safety Week is October 16 to 22, 2011



[City, State] – Everyone knows young people are America’s future. But it’s increasingly clear their future is in jeopardy on the nation’s roadways.  That’s due to the increasing popularity of electronic devices constantly vying for their attention while they drive.
“All too often, the devices are winning and our kids are losing—with tragic results,” says (name, title, organizational affiliation).
Data from the U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) show that in 2009 more than 3,214 teens ages 15 through 19 died in vehicle crashes of all types. And 594 (18%) of those fatal crashes involved distracted driving. 
All told, 3,883 teen drivers ages 15 to 19 were involved in fatal crashes in 2009. And 15 percent were distracted at the time of the crash.
The heartbreaking results of distracted driving are due to many causes—from texting and talking on a cell phone to eating and playing with a radio, CD player, or MP3 device.  In 2009, 691 people were killed in crashes involving a distracted teen driver. 
While no one is exempt from the impact of distracting devices brought into a vehicle, teens are especially susceptible. A survey by the Pew Research Center’s Internet & American Life Project reported that nearly half of the teens interviewed had ridden in a vehicle with a driver who texted. And a third of the teens surveyed said they’d texted themselves while driving.
Not all the news about teen driving is negative. Overall, teen driving deaths and teen driver involvement in fatal crashes have declined during the last 9 years, according to NHTSA data. In 2009, the number of fatalities in crashes involving a 15- to 19-year-old driver dropped 10 percent compared with 1998.  Driver fatalities for this age group also dropped by 38 percent over the same period. 
It’s impossible to pinpoint a single reason for these declines. But youth driving programs like Graduated Driver Licensing have had a profound impact in saving young lives.  Also, NHTSA research show that anti-texting laws and stronger law enforcement have helped significantly.  To date, 34 states—along with the District of Columbia and Guam—have passed legislation outlawing texting while driving.
This year’s National Teen Driver Safety Week, which runs from October 16-22, is helping raise awareness of the tremendous risks teens confront on the roads. Spurred by the loss of classmates and friends, distracted driving is now a hot issue in many high schools, resulting in many teen-led organizations and activities that are helping change attitudes and behavior throughout America.   
For more information on teen driving safety, please visit www.nhtsa.gov; www.distraction.gov; or www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov.
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