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Distraction and Driving: A Deadly Combination

· In 2010, 3092 people were killed in crashes involving a distracted driver. And an estimated additional 416,000 were injured in motor vehicle crashes involving a distracted driver. 
· Also in 2010, 18 percent of injury crashes in 2010 were reported as distraction affected crashes.
· Distracted driving is an activity that can divert a person's attention away from the primary task of driving. 
· Drivers who use hand-held devices are 4 times more likely to get into crashes serious enough to injure themselves. 
· In June 2011, more than 196 billion text messages were sent or received in the US, up nearly 50 percent from June 2009.
· Sending or receiving a text takes a driver's eyes from the road for an average of 4.6 seconds, the equivalent — at 55 mph— of driving the length of an entire football field, blind. 
· Text messaging creates a crash risk 23 times worse than driving while not distracted. 
· All distractions endanger driver, passenger, and bystander safety. From texting and talking on a cell phone, to eating and playing with the radio, using a navigation system, CD player, or MP3 device, any of these distractions while driving a car, can be deadly.

Young Drivers are at Greater Risk

· In 2010, 11 percent of all drivers under the age of 20 who were involved in fatal crashes were reported to be distracted at the time of the crash. 
· That is one of the reasons why this year’s National Teen Driver Safety Week, which runs from October 14-20, is helping raise awareness of the tremendous risks teens confront on the roads, so that teens remember, Drive by the Rules. Keep the Privilege.
· Unfortunately teens are more likely to drive distracted than other drivers. Drivers under the age of 25 are two to three times more likely than older divers to send text messages or emails while driving.
· Young passengers are less likely to speak up if the driver is texting behind the wheel. 
· About 40 percent of American teens say they have been in a car when the driver used a cell phone in a way that put people in danger.
Saving Lives…One Teen at a Time

· Fortunately, teens are beginning to get the message. Overall, teen driving deaths and teen driver involvement in fatal crashes have declined during the last nine years, according to National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) data. 
· In 2010, the number of fatalities in crashes involving a 15- to 19-year-old driver dropped 46 percent compared with 2001.  Driver fatalities for this age group also dropped by 47 percent over the same period. 
· Research shows that immaturity and inexperience are also primary factors contributing to deadly crashes by young drivers. Three-stage Graduated Driver Licensing (GDL) laws address these factors by reducing high-risk exposure for new drivers. 
· The GDL program consists of three stages, identified at each stage by the type of license: learner’s permit, intermediate (provisional) license, and full licensure. Young drivers are required to demonstrate responsible driving behavior at each stage of licensing before advancing to the next level.
· GDL offers young drivers more time to learn the complex skills required to operate a vehicle. The three-stage GDL system is used in every state and the District of Columbia. 

· More states are committed to keeping teen drivers safe on the roadways than ever before. To-date, 32 states—plus the District of Columbia—have passed legislation outlawing cell phone use by novice drivers. 44 states have ban texting while driving by novice drivers. 
· Across the country, teens and adults are also seeing stronger enforcement emphasis about distracted driving.  Law enforcement is stepping up to save lives.

· Parents can help by talking with their teens about safe driving habits, by showing a good example by never driving distracted, and by not texting or calling teens when they might be driving.
· Take the distracted driving pledge at www.distraction.gov and know the laws in your state about distracted driving.  Help us remind all drivers, but especially teen drivers of the serious consequences they face if they drive distracted.
For more information on distracted driving visit www.distraction.gov.
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