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FACT SHEET & TALKING POINTS

Overview:  Teen automobile driving is not a right, it’s a privilege.  However, motor vehicle crashes remain the number one killer of teens ages 15 to 20 years old.  It is vital for parents to step up and take a more proactive approach to keeping their teens alive and injury-free.  Parents need to be role models.  Always enforce rules and set boundaries for teen drivers such as no drinking alcohol, always buckling up, no texting or talking on a cell phone, limiting the number of passengers, and restricting nighttime driving. 
· Parents have more influence over their children’s decisions than they think.  
It’s vital that they get involved.
· Parents should never expect that their teenager will learn everything they need to know from driver education classes.
· Teens imitate what they see. Parents should always practice safe driving habits before allowing teens to drive a vehicle by themselves. 

· Practice makes perfect.  Parents need to make time for supervised driving lessons with their teens.  Supervised practices should take place for at least six months and continue even after a teenager graduates from a learner’s permit to a restricted or full license.
· Sharing important driving tips with a teenage driver while riding with them can prove to be a meaningful and educational experience.
· Parents need to set rules for their teenage driver and enforce them.
· Know your State’s Graduated Driver Licensing laws. (Graduated driver licensing is a system designed to phase-in young beginning drivers to full driving privileges as they become more mature and develop their driving skills.)
· Insist on seat belts at all times and in all seating positions. Low seat belt use is one of the primary reasons that teen driver and passenger fatality and injury rates remain high.  

· No drinking alcohol. 

· Limit nighttime driving and control the number of teenage passengers in the vehicle while they are driving.  

· [image: image1.jpg]Ban the use of electronic devices, including cell phones. 

· Motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death for 15- to 20-year-olds.
· In 2008, 2,739 15- to 20-year-old drivers were killed and an additional 228,000 were injured in motor vehicle crashes. 

· In 2008, 3,873 passenger vehicle occupants 15 to 20 years old were killed in motor vehicle crashes and more than half (2,142) were unrestrained at the time of the fatal crash.
· The U.S. minimum legal drinking age (MLDA) is 21; however, 31 percent of young drivers (15 to 20 years old) who were killed in crashes had a blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of .01 grams per deciliter (g/dL) or higher; and 25 percent had a BAC of .08 or higher, even though teens (15 to 20 years old) cannot legally purchase or possess alcohol.  

· Among the 15- to 20-year-old drivers involved in fatal crashes, 16.5 percent did not even have a valid operator’s license at the time of the crash.

· Know your State laws - seat belts, graduated driver licensing laws, and zero alcohol tolerance save lives.
· Nationally in 2008, 73 percent of the restrained passenger vehicle occupants involved in fatal crashes survived, as compared to 37 percent of unrestrained passenger vehicle occupants.
· Graduated driver licensing laws have reduced teen crash rates in the United States.   
Remember driving is a privilege parents have the right to deny.

For more information on parental responsibility, visit the Teen Driving section at www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov.
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