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Making It Official 

[Elected Official/Group/Organization] Commends [Group] For Commitment to Increase Seat Belt Use for Everyone -- Especially in the African-American Community
 
One effective way to build and demonstrate community support for the Buckle Up America campaign is to obtain a mayoral, executive, or legislative proclamation declaring the community’s support for the initiative to increase seat belt use. Simply contact your local elected official, such as the mayor, legislator, or city council member, and ask him or her to sponsor a proclamation like the one below and, perhaps read it at your launch event. 
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Insert Your Logo Here
)WHEREAS, 	motor vehicle crashes continue to be the leading cause of death in the United States for African-Americans ages 1 to 14;
WHEREAS, 	it is estimated that approximately 65 percent of African-Americans passenger vehicle occupants killed in traffic crashes in 2008 were not wearing their seat belts at the time of the crashes;
WHEREAS, 	when worn correctly seat belts have proven to reduce the risk of fatal injury to front-seat passenger occupants by 45 percent, front-seat light truck occupants by 60 percent, and as much as 80 percent in the event of a rollover crash;
WHEREAS, 	even with the proven benefits of seat belts, in 2008 the National Occupant Protection Use Survey reported 75 percent of Blacks regularly wore their seat belts, falling 8 percentage points below the national average; and
WHEREAS, 	traffic safety advocates in this community are working with the [Group] to increase awareness that seat belts do save lives and are the single most effective way to protect people and reduce fatalities in motor vehicle crashes.
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that [GOVERNING BODY] proclaims its wholehearted support for Buckle Up America in [CITY, TOWN, COUNTY OR STATE] and pledges to increase awareness of the benefits of using seat belts every trip, every time. 




	______________________________________

	[Name, Title, Jurisdiction]

	______________________________________

	[Date]
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A Proclamation

Supporting the Buckle Up America
Campaign in Our Community

BUCKLE UP

AMERICA

Every Trip. Every Time.
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