


			[image: Click It or Ticket Day & Night
Logo]Click It or Ticket
2013 Thanksgiving Planner
Sample OpEd


Click It or Ticket Turning Up the Heat This Thanksgiving
By (Local Leader)

The Thanksgiving holiday is one of the busiest travel times of the year, and with the hustle and bustle of traveling and holiday celebrations, too many travelers fail to do the single most effective thing to save their life in the event of a traffic crash—wear a seat belt.

This Thanksgiving, the Click It or Ticket campaign will turn up the heat. [State/Local Organization] will be teaming with other state and local law enforcement officers across the country for strict enforcement throughout the long weekend to crack down on anyone who does not wear a seat belt. 

During the 2011 Thanksgiving holiday period, 249 passenger vehicle occupants were killed in motor vehicle traffic crashes nationwide. Fifty percent of those killed were not wearing seat belts. These deaths may have been prevented with proper seat belt use. 

That’s why [Local Organization] will show no tolerance and will issue tickets to anyone who violates the seat belt law. Whether you are heading across the country or just across town, be sure to wear your seat belt, or be prepared for the consequences.

According to the U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), seat belts saved almost 12,000 lives nationwide in 2011. In fact, research shows that with proper seatbelt use, the risk of fatal injury to front seat passengers is reduced by 45 percent, and the risk of moderate to serious injury is reduced by 50 percent.  

In 2011, 52 percent of the 21,253 passenger vehicle occupants killed in motor vehicle crashes did NOT wear seat belts at the time of the crash.

More unbelted fatalities occur at night, and especially at busier travel times, such as Thanksgiving.  

Nationally in 2011, 62 percent of the 10,135 passenger vehicle occupants who were killed in nighttime crashes were not wearing their seat belts, compared to 43 percent during the daytime hours. During the 2011 Thanksgiving holiday period, 57 percent of the passenger vehicle occupants killed in nighttime crashes were unbelted, while only 40 percent of those killed in daytime crashes were unbelted. 

Wearing a seat belt is a simple step you can take to protect yourself and your loved ones in the event of a traffic crash, but motorists still need a tough reminder to buckle up. With the tough enforcement of all safety laws by local law enforcement officers across the country, we can increase seat belt use and save lives on our roadways. Don’t take a chance this Thanksgiving, because if you fail to wear a seat belt, you will be stopped and ticketed.  Remember: Click It or Ticket.  
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