[image: image1.jpg]



Thanksgiving Travelers:
Law Enforcement Is on the Lookout for Unbuckled Motorists

Click It or Ticket
· The Click It or Ticket Campaign

· This Thanksgiving, law enforcement agencies across the country will be cracking down and issuing tickets to anyone who is not buckled up. No tolerance, no warnings, no excuses. Remember: Click It or Ticket.
· The Thanksgiving holiday is one of the busiest travel times of the year, so the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) is relying on state and local law enforcement, as well as highway safety advocates across America, to participate in a targeted, high-visibility crackdown on seat belt violations.  
· More vehicles on the road mean more crashes. The Click It or Ticket campaign combines increased awareness with aggressive enforcement to reach as many Americans as possible. The key message of the effort is that wearing a seat belt is the single most effective way to save your life and the lives of your loved ones while on the road this Thanksgiving. 
· [City/County/State] law requires seat belt use for [insert information about seat belt law here]. During the Thanksgiving crackdown, anyone found breaking that law will face [insert penalties here]. 
· Thanksgiving Seat Belt Statistics
· During the 2012 Thanksgiving holiday (6 p.m. on Wednesday, November 21, to 5:59 a.m. on Monday, November 26), 301 passenger vehicle occupants were killed in motor vehicle traffic crashes nationwide. Six in 10 (60%) of those killed were NOT wearing seat belts.

· Compared to the same holiday weekend in 2011, this represented a 21-percent increase in the number of passenger vehicle occupant fatalities, and an 11-percentage-point increase in the number of those who were unrestrained when they were killed that weekend.
· Year-round, more fatal crashes happen at night, when people are statistically less likely to buckle up. Over the 2012 Thanksgiving holiday weekend, a staggering 69 percent of the passenger vehicle occupants killed in nighttime crashes (6 p.m. to 5:59 a.m.) were unbelted, whereas 46 percent of those killed in daytime crashes were unbelted. 

· Additional Seat Belt Statistics
· In 2012, a total of 21,667 passenger vehicle occupants were killed in crashes, and more than half (52%) of them were NOT wearing their seat belts at the time of the crash.

· Approximately 62 percent of the passenger vehicle occupants killed in nighttime crashes in 2012 were NOT wearing their seat belts, compared to 43 percent during daytime hours.

· Among passenger vehicle occupant fatalities in 2012, the age group 21 to 24 had the highest percentage of occupants killed that were unrestrained: 2,254 fatalities, of which 1,428 (63%) were not wearing seat belts.
· According to NHTSA—part of the U.S. Department of Transportation— seat belts saved approximately 12,174 lives nationwide in 2012. If everyone had worn seat belts that year, an additional 3,031 lives could have been saved. 

· Proper seat belt use reduces the risk of fatal injury to front seat passengers by 45 percent, and the risk of moderate to serious injury by 50 percent.  
· Ejection from a vehicle is one of the most dangerous events that can happen to a person in a crash. In fatal crashes in 2012, 79 percent of the passenger vehicle occupants who were totally ejected from vehicles were killed. Seat belts are effective in preventing total ejections; only 1 percent of the occupants reported to have been using restraints were totally ejected.
This Thanksgiving—and every day of the year—remember, Click It or Ticket. For more information, please visit www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov.
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