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Press Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Date

CONTACT: Name, Phone Number, E-mail Address

Note: Before filling in the names of the organization and organization spokesmen, you MUST contact them to obtain their permission to use their names in this press release, and you must get their approval for the language used in their quotes, and any changes or additions they may require. Only after this is done may you send out the press release.

Parents: Remember the “5 to Drive” to Keep Your Teen Drivers Safe
New National Teen Driver Safety Week Campaign Launches October 20-26, 2013
[City, ST] -- [Local Organization] is issuing a special challenge this week to the parents of all teen drivers with a special “5 to Drive” campaign encouraging parents to always set the rules before their teens hit the road.

Motor vehicle crashes are the number one killer of teens in America.  In 2011, 2,105 teen drivers were involved in fatal crashes – with almost half (45%) of those teen drivers being killed in those crashes.

Even more alarming, there was a 20-percent jump in teen driver fatalities in just the first six months of 2013.

That’s why [Organization] is joining with the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration and other highway safety partners across the country to encourage parents to get the facts and to start the conversations—during National Teen Driver Safety Week and every week—to help keep their teens safe behind the wheel. 

“Parents have spent their entire lives trying to protect their kids, but then they hand their teens the keys to a 2-ton machine, and expect them to know what to do,” said [Local Leader].  “We want to remind parents that they still have a lot to teach their teen drivers, and they should talk it out and always set the rules before their teens hit the road.”

Each day during National Teen Driver Safety Week parents are encouraged to visit www.safercar.gov/parents for more information and key reminders about the “5 to Drive” – five specific rules designed to help save the lives of more teenage drivers and soon-to-be teen drivers.

The “5 to Drive” reminders that parents are encouraged to regularly share with their teens include: 

1. No Cell Phones While Driving,
2. No Extra Passengers,
3. No Speeding,
4. No Alcohol, and
5. No Driving or Riding Without a Seat Belt.
While some might say such rules are fairly obvious, a recent survey shows that only about 25 percent of parents have serious talks with their kids about the key components of safe driving.  The “5 to Drive” are designed to address the major contributing factors in fatal crashes involving teens. 

Motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death for 14- to 18-year-olds in the United States. In 2011, 2,105 teen drivers were involved in fatal crashes. Almost half (45%) of those teen drivers died in the crashes. Over half of the teen occupants of passenger vehicles who died were unrestrained. 
Even though they cannot legally purchase or possess alcohol, nationally in 2011, 27 percent of teen drivers killed had some level of alcohol in their systems.
Teens are also the age group most likely to be distracted by texting or dialing on cell phones while driving, creating dangerous consequences.  In 2011, 270 people were killed in crashes involving distracted teen drivers.
“We hope more parents will use National Teen Driver Safety Week as a way to get started in having direct and regular conversations with their teens about safe driving,” said [Local Leader]. “Too many teen lives are being needlessly and tragically lost, and the numbers are only going up.  So it is time for parents to swing into action and use the ‘5 to Drive’ before their teens hit the road.”
For more information about national Teen Driver Safety Week and the new “5 to Drive” campaign, please visit www.safercar.gov/parents.
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