                                                  Highway-Rail Grade Crossing Safety for School Bus Drivers

How to Cross a Highway-Rail Grade Crossing Safely
1. When approaching a crossing, tap your brakes to test that they’re working and to alert motorists behind you that you will be stopping the bus.
2. Stay on the right side of the roadway.  Check for traffic around you before you start to move at a crossing.  Use a pull-out lane if one is available and turn on your flashers if necessary.
3. Choose an escape route in case your brakes fail or there is a traffic tie-up in front of or behind you.
4. Stop no closer than 15 feet and no farther than 50 feet from the tracks.
5. Keep your foot on the brake so that you can’t move or be shoved into the path of a train.
6. Open the driver’s window and the service door.
7. Turn off radios and noisy equipment and leave them off until you have completed the crossing and are away from the track.  Some school bus drivers start preparing when they first see the R/R sign.  They begin to turn everything off and to open the window.  In this way, it doesn’t take as long once they stop.

8. Signal the students to be quiet using a signal that you use only at railroad crossings.
9. Look and listen.
10.  Start crossing when you are sure that you don’t see or hear a train or a warning whistle.
11.  Before moving, close the driver’s window and the service door.
Five Alive Safety Drill

	STEP 1:
	Approach with care – Slow down as you near the railroad crossing and prepare to stop.

	
	

	STEP 2:
	Quiet – Alert students for quiet, turn off radio and fan, and listen for a train.

	
	

	STEP 3:
	Stop, look and listen – Stop no closer than 15 feet and no farther than 50 feet from the crossing.  Open windows and doors, look both ways carefully and look and listen for a train.

	
	

	STEP 4:
	Double take – Look again in both directions.

	
	

	STEP 5:
	GO! – Do not switch gears while crossing.


Don’t cross the tracks unless you are sure 
you have enough room to clear the tracks

The hazard zone at a crossing with only one track is at least 35 feet wide.  

This allows a 15-foot clearance on each side of the rails.

     It would take the end of a 40-foot long school bus about 5 seconds to travel 75 feet and clear the hazard zone.  That assumes an average speed of 10 mph after starting from a full stop 15 feet from the nearest rail.  If there are gates, it will take longer to safely clear the hazard zone.
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